THE MIDDLE YEARS
through them I came to join in a campaign against
Aehrenthal, the Austro-Hungarian Minister for
Foreign Affairs, and to be active in foreign politics.
It happened in this way. In 1909 fifty-three Croat
intellectuals and peasants came up for trial on a
charge of high treason. The Hungarian police had
forged the documents on which the accusation was
based. It was a hanging matter. Now I had acquaint-
ances in Bosnia and Croatia dating from the time of
my campaign against Kallay, and also a number of
pupils. They came to me and begged me to come
to Zagreb. I wasn't at all keen to go. I was afraid it
would take up a lot of my time. However, in the
end to Zagreb I went. I was present at the trial, and
afterwards I brought up the whole case in Parlia-
ment. The sentence was reversed.
The second instance was the case of the Viennese
historian, Friedjung. He published a forged docu-
ment which was to prove a Serbian plot against
Austria. I could see at the first glance that the thing
was a forgery; for as I had experience of the people
in Serbia and Croatia I knew what their intentions
were and what they were re%lly trying to do. The
Croatian deputy, Supilo, came to see me and assured
me that he had proofs that behind the forgeries
were the deputy Forgach and agents of the Minister
for Foreign Affairs. That was not enough for me; I
wanted to have all the details and to verify them